
 
 
In 2021 New Roots AME Church was admitted as a member congregation of the New England Annual 
Conference. This is our first report as a part of the Conference! 
 
Our Mission (updated Nov 2021) 
New Roots AME Church is a diverse community of folks committed to living like Jesus by engaging in consistent 
spiritual practice, building deep community, working for justice and living into jubilee. 
 
Our Emerging Vision 
Jubilee Seeking - Justice Oriented* 

● Liberate God’s radical imagination through collaborative creativity 
● Cultivate wholeness through building a multiracial, multicultural, multigenerational, multiclass, 

affirming and expansive learning community 
● Create opportunities for Spirit-led visioning, individual/collective discernment, and spiritual 

practice 
● Offer refuge for healing and restoration 
● Nurture authentic connection among people and union with all of Creation 
● Respond to God’s call for transformative action 

 
Current Summary 

● We have Virtual Church every Sun at 2pm with simultaneous in-person service on the first Sunday  
● Average Attendance in 2021 was 28 
● Demographic Data (based on the current membership) 

RACE 
Asian       7% 
Black       34% 
Latinx      7% 
White     52% 
TOTAL: 100% 

AGE 
20s          21% 
30s          27% 
40s          14% 
50s          21% 
60s          14% 
70s          3% 
TOTAL: 100% 

Prior Church Attendance 
Active (at a church)       38% 
Inactive (for 1+ year)    45% 
Never Attended             17% 
TOTAL: 100% 

 
Highlights for 2021 –  

January - First official membership drive began - welcomed 29 official members by April 2021 
March - Jubilee House Committee Regular/Bi-Weekly Meetings Launch 
April - 21 Day Food Justice Challenge w/ Food Solutions NE & Community Church of Durham 
May – Launch of Community Cooks to serve monthly meals to a local youth group home. 
June – Juneteenth Service of Creativity in Creation at the Museum of Fine Arts 
July – Hybrid Service Launch 
August - New Roots in Nature gatherings at sites around Boston 
October - Anniversary Celebration at Movement Family Farm in Loudon, NH and in Dorchester 
November - Group to Plymouth for the National Day of Mourning 

 Nov 2021 – Jan 2022 – Radical Retreat Season of Discernment 
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Key Discipleship Foci 

1. Live like Jesus 
a. Study Jesus to understand the high standard that God calls us to 
b. Learn from successes and mistakes in the Bible so that we can apply to our walk 

2. Discern our purpose in the world 
a. Deep focus on spiritual disciplines/practices and practical support to help people develop the 

practices that best help them to connect with God 
b. Building relationships with other sojourners who can listen and ask key questions 

3. Use our resources (time, talent and treasure) to live our individual and collective calling 
 
How We Are Rethinking Church  

- Sunday Service Methodology: New Roots has from her founding been thinking about how to do church 
service differently. We have shaped our Sunday Service to facilitate our discipleship focus. Being on 
Zoom has allowed us to incorporate breakout rooms during the service as a tool to build connections 
between people and to facilitate discussion about how folks will apply the Word to their lives. 
 

- Locally-Rooted, Nationally Present (Not Big but Deep)  - During the pandemic, while gathering via Zoom, 
people joined New Roots from around the country. Some folks were members who had moved away 
from Boston, some were friends and family of members, some found us online, or through Rev. 
Mariama’s ecological justice work. As a result of our commitment to maintaining the unity of our 
community, we have chosen to keep most of our activities on-line so that everyone can remain safely 
connected. In September, we launched a group called Beyond Boston, which is led by our members 
living around the country, to think about how we continue to evolve to support both our Dorchester-
rooted community and our entire membership. 

 
- Jubilee House– During our February 2020 church retreat, we received a vision for purchasing a house 

where church members could live in intentional community – building relationships with each other and 
serving the neighborhood. Rather than owning a traditional church building, we saw this as a place for 
the congregation to be centered in a way that also provided affordable housing, a space for collective 
spiritual practice and justice action. In 2021 we established a committee, started raising money, and 
looked at a number of potential locations. After a number of locations that were not a good fit, we are in 
the process of negotiating a potential house in Dorchester in collaboration with CRECHE, an Episcopal 
church connected ministry that partners with congregations to create intentional communities. 

 
Areas for Growth/ Prayer Request 

● The Jubilee House is a great opportunity AND it will require a transformation in our congregation in 
terms of our investments of time, treasure and talent. Please pray that we would complete the due 
diligence and capital campaign and that if it comes to pass, God will keep molding our congregation to 
support the house and the larger community in which it sits. 

● The vision for our congregation has always been to be multi-class. While we have pretty strong racial 
diversity, we remain a mostly middle-class congregation. God’s abundance is flowing between our 
congregants, AND we know that abundance could be flowing in a way that creates economic justice 
through a radical Christian family that is like the early church. We are praying that God will send us more 
low-income members who bring their resourcefulness to our community and who can tap into some of 
the financial abundance that God has blessed us with. 

● Last year I, Rev. Mariama, accepted a job as the Chief of Environment, Energy and Open Space with the 
City of Boston. It has created great opportunities to impact policy locally and beyond. It has allowed the 
congregation to de-center her and lean on other leaders. And she is still working to find the balance with 
such a demanding job. God has been faithful and better balance is still needed. 


